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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This report provides background information to the Committee’s second meeting examining the 

level, distribution and effectiveness of funding made available to those businesses and individuals 
affected by the disturbances in August 2011. 

 
 

2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report and puts questions to guests about the funding 

made available to help those affected by the August 2011 disturbances. 
 
 

3. Background   
 
3.1 During 6-10 August 2011 incidents of public disorder, looting and arson occurred across many parts 

of London.  The disturbances started in Tottenham and spread across the city and to other areas of 
England. The worst disturbances were centred on high streets and retail parks.  

  
3.2 Over 1,000 businesses were affected across 29 London boroughs.1  Damage ranged from minor 

vandalism and broken windows to looting, arson attacks and in some cases the destruction of 
property by fire.  The affected businesses ranged in size from sole traders to high street chain 
retailers.  The majority were trading again within 48 hours but in boroughs with the greatest level of 
disorder some businesses did not reopen for several weeks.  Over 160 residential properties were 
damaged, the majority by fire and smoke damage in Croydon and Haringey.   

 
3.3 The following funding has been made available in response to the initial damage: 

 The Riot (Damages) Act 1886 provides for compensation for losses as a result of a riot. 

Claims are being assessed and paid out by the Mayor’s Office for Police and Crime (MOPC) 

but the expectation has been that the Government will ultimately cover the costs. 

                                                 
1 http://londonrecovers.org.uk/assessing-the-impact-of-the-riots/  
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 The High Street Fund charity was set up and raised £3.6 million to be given out in grants of 

up to £10,000 to small businesses affected by the disturbances.  Funding was contributed by 

businesses, local authorities and the Mayor (£500,000) and 575 businesses received a grant.2 

 The high street support scheme was £20 million of Government funding available to local 

authorities nationally to provide grants to local businesses. 

 There was also a £10 million national Government fund to provide local authorities with 

grants to help with clean up costs.    
 
3.4 On 10 June 2012, the Budget and Performance Committee held its first meeting on riot recovery 

funding. Guests included, Sir William Castell, Chairman of Trustees of the High Street Fund;  Rt Hon 
David Lammy, MP for Tottenham; Fiona Fletcher-Smith, Executive Director of Development and 
Environment, GLA; and Bob Atkins, Chief Financial Officer, Mayor’s Office for Police and Crime.  

 
 

4. Issues for Consideration  

4.1 Guests for this meeting will include representatives of the insurance industry, the Mayor’s Office for 
Police and Crime and Haringey and Croydon Councils. This meeting should provide an opportunity 
for the Committee to assess how effectively funding has been made available and distributed by 
insurance companies and local councils and what lessons can be learnt in preparation for any similar 
incidents in the future. 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
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